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Year 7 (2014 - Cohort 2) Interview Questions
(Beck & Kosnik Longitudinal Study of Teachers)

Thank you so much for agreeing to be interviewed once again. We think it will take about 1 hour. (NOTE: If you have been in an administrative or other leadership role this year, please tell us about your transition to that role and how you are approaching it; and also what you think about teaching, under the various headings in the interview.) 
A. Background Information (please record on audio)
Your Name: 



Interview Date:

School: 


School District: 


Grade:


Class size(s): 

B. Overview of Your Experience as a Teacher in Year 7
1.  How has your year been? What’s it like to be a 7th year teacher? How are you feeling about teaching? 
2.  Have there been any significant new directions in your teaching over the past year (topics, methods, activities, resources, goals, etc.)? Please elaborate. 
3.  Have there been any new government or school district initiatives over the past year? If so, how do you feel about them?

4.  (QUANT+) How would you rate your level of motivation/satisfaction this year (on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 the highest)? (ALSO COVER FROM PREVIOUS YEARS IF MISSED). Why?
5.  (QUANT+) If you could do it over again, would you still choose to be a teacher? If yes, do you feel  
(i) luke-warm about this; 
(ii) somewhat strongly; 
(iii)  strongly; 



Why?





(iv)  very strongly? 
6.  (QUANT)
(a) Please list your 3 main sources of satisfaction as a teacher


(b) Please list your 3 main challenges as a teacher

7.   (QUANT+) (a) How are you managing with your work-life balance?


   (b) Compared with previous years, has your work-life balance been 
(i)  much worse;
(ii)  worse; 
(iii)  no change; 
(iv)  better; 
(v)  much better. 
8.  What are your professional plans, short term and longer term? 
C. Integration of Topics and/or Subjects
9.  Please give a brief example of how you integrate topics and/or subjects in your teaching. 

10.  (QUANT+) Have you changed over the past 2 years in how much you integrate topics and/or subjects? 

(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 How and Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 
D. Individualization (or Differentiation) of Teaching
11.  Please give a short example of how you individualize (or differentiate) teaching. 

12.  (QUANT+) Have you changed over the past 2 years in how much you individualize teaching? 
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

E. Inquiry Learning

13.  Do you have a brief example of inquiry learning/student driven learning in your class?

14.  (QUANT+) Have you changed over the past 2 years in how much you use inquiry learning in your classroom? 
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 How and Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

F. Problem-Based Learning in Math (if applicable)

15.  (QUANT) To what extent do you include problem-based learning (PBL) in math? 
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 


(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

16.  If you use PBL in math, please give a short example of how you use it. 

17.  (QUANT+) Have you changed over the past 2 years in how much you use PBL in teaching math? 
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 How and Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

18.  (QUANT) Apart from PBL, what are the THREE ways you teach “basic” math knowledge and skills?  

G. Use of Digital Technology

19.  (QUANT+) What are your TWO favourite uses of digital technology in the classroom? Please elaborate on ONE of these.  

20.  (QUANT+) Have you changed over the past 2 years in how much you use digital technology in the classroom?  
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 How and Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

J. Teacher-Student Relationship

21.  (QUANT) Please give TWO short examples of how you get to know your students and develop rapport with them.  

22.  (QUANT+) Have you changed over the past 2 years in how much emphasis you place on this? 
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 How and Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

23.  (QUANT+) (a) How are you doing with classroom management? (b) Compared with previous years, how was classroom management for you this year? 

(i)  much harder; 
(ii)  harder; 
(iii)  no change; 
(iv)  easier; 
(v)  much easier. 

I. Making Teaching Feasible 

24.  (QUANT) Please give TWO quick examples of how you make teaching feasible – so that you save time and are more relaxed but can still achieve what you need to. 

25.  (QUANT+) Have you changed in this area over the past 2 years? 
(i)  No
(ii)  a bit; 
(iii)  a fair amount; 

 How and Why?
(iv)  a lot; 
(v)  a great deal. 

H. Your Values and Your Teaching

26.  Please give a brief example of how one of your general life values has an impact on your teaching. 
27.  Has the connection between your life values and your teaching increased over the past 2 years? 

Are there any other comments you would like to make on any topic?  

Thank you!

