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Current Issues in Teacher Education
Fall 2014
Open to doctoral students 
Current Course Number: CTL 1817
Course Instructor: Clare Kosnik 

ckosnik@oise.utoronto.ca

Office: 10-156

Phone: 416-806-8532
www.literacyteaching.net
(Please notify me either by email or phone if you are unable to attend class.)


Education continues to be closely scrutinized by parents, politicians, and members of the community. Teacher education in particular has come under intense pressure with some groups calling for the disbanding of formal teacher education programs and others demanding a radical redesign of programs.  As Cochran-Smith notes, “in debates about outcomes, teachers and teacher educators are being constructed as both the last great hope and the most culpable culprits in what ails American schools” (2001, p. 34). The research community has increased its efforts to understand more fully the impact of teacher practices on student learning. For example, recent research has suggested that teacher effects on student learning are sizable, sometimes enough to match or overcome the effects of socioeconomic status (Hanushek, Kain, & Rivkin, 2002).  While research provides glimpses of the elements that may contribute to these effects, few studies have looked systematically at how aspects of teacher preparation may be related to teacher practices and effectiveness in the classroom.  One of the central questions of this course is: how does teacher education make a difference?  

This course examines various issues of teacher education, some are longstanding criticisms (e.g. program is disjointed) while others are more recent concerns (e.g. defining a knowledge base for teachers). Specific topics will be examined in light of the current context of education with an effort to understand the complexity of becoming a teacher. This course will also consider the current research on teacher education while examining many other relevant issues.

Course Outline

Some of the topics to be addressed are:  

1. Overview of Teacher Education -  Included will be discussion of not just Ontario but also, Canada, United States, Australia, and Britain. The history of teacher education and its “place” within the university will be considered. 

2. Teacher Educators – We will examine the literature on teacher educators. Some questions to be considered are: Who are teacher educators? What training should they have? What challenges do they face? What is their involvement in research? Should there be a pedagogy of teacher education? Should they be practitioners or researchers? Can teacher educators be both practitioners and researchers? 

3. Admissions – Deciding who should be granted admission into a teacher education program is a challenging and complex task. From determining which materials potential students must submit to the commencement of the program, the admissions process reflects the institution’s values and its organizational structure. Questions to be considered are: Who is admitted into teacher education? What system should be used for admissions? What educational and experiential  background should candidates have? 

4. Models for Teacher Education Programs – There are many models of teacher education and each has its merits. We will consider: length of program - 5 year concurrent, 1 year consecutive, 2 year consecutive; Degree -- Bachelor of Education, Master of Teaching, Master of Arts; and the Alternative Certification – such as Teach for America. We will begin to examine conceptual frameworks for teacher education such as social constructivism.  

5. Research – Research on teacher education has increased dramatically in the last few decades yet many find it still lacking. We will consider research designs for studying teacher education, the place of research in informing policy and practice, the focus of research, challenges of longitudinal research, and the current emphasis on using pupil achievement to assess the “success” of teacher education programs. We will consider the place and value of teacher research and value-added research. We will refer to recent research projects such as the Ohio Teacher Quality Project. 

6. Academic Program – We will discuss the importance of a liberal arts background, level of specialization, prerequisites for teaching, developing an approach to teaching, linking theory and practice, course content, assessing student teacher’s knowledge, and knowledge base for teachers. Questions to be considered include: What courses should future teachers complete? What topics are appropriate in teacher education? What topics are appropriate in induction programs?  What is it realistic to expect beginning teachers to be able to do regarding program planning, assessment, and classroom organization? What are the priorities in teacher education? 
7. Practice Teaching – Many students view the practice teaching component of their program as the more “important” one. We will discuss the goals of practice teaching, role of the associate teacher, evaluation, structure of the practice (yearlong, short blocks, internships), supervision, socialization, learning that takes place in practice teaching, and limitations of practice teaching. We will draw on Lortie’s groundbreaking research on “apprenticeship of observation” and discuss how it affects student teachers’ perspectives and expectations. 

8. School-University Partnerships – Schools and universities are jointly involved in teacher education yet the university is the body that certifies the students. Topics to be addressed include: feasibility of partnerships, induction programs, joint initiatives, professional development schools, and conflicting reward structures in universities and school districts  

9. Program Structures – Depending on the enrollment in the teacher education program and the resources within the school of education, programs can have different structures. We will examine cohort-based programs and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this structure. 

10. Credentialing and Professional Standards  – We will look at credentialing of both teachers and teacher education programs. We will consider both the Ontario College of Teachers’ accreditation system and the American systems NCATE and INTASC. The framework for the discussion will be teaching as a profession with particular focus on the National Board Certification system. We will consider to what extent Ontario should adopt the NBC system.   

11. Other Issues – Some topics may be suggested by students which could include:  retention of teachers, funding for programs, governance of programs, failure, policy for teacher education, and so on. 
Assignments

1. Reflection Paper (two choices)

a. Write a reflection paper on your experiences in a professional program (teacher education, Teaching English as a Second Language ….). Provide a very brief description of the program. Some questions to consider are: What were the strengths/weaknesses of the program? How well did the program prepare you to assume the duties of a teacher? What were the limitations of the program? Have your views of the program changed since graduation? How could the program have been improved? Did the program prepare you to assume the duties of a teacher (or other position)? Do NOT respond to all of these questions. Select one or two and respond to them.  In the fourth class of the course, you will work in small groups and share your paper with your fellow students. 

OR

b. Interview a teacher educator. Find out about his/her work including educational background, previous work experience, job demands, expectations for the role, mentoring for new teacher educators,  challenges, and rewards. Provide a summary of your interview. Analyze and discuss the interview. What surprised you? What new insights do you have into being a teacher educator? How could teacher educators be better supported or selected? You are welcome to include a few references to the literature but the goal of this paper is to describe your insights into the role of the teacher educator. Please use a pseudonym for your interviewee.  In the fourth class, you will work in small groups and share your paper with your fellow students. 

Length: 5 pages

Due Date: Fourth class of the course (October 2)
Weight: 25%

Grade:  A+, A, A-, B+ B, B-, F (letter grade) 

2. Essay

Write an essay on a topic related to teacher education. The paper should include a review of the literature, an analysis of the issue, and suggestions for strengthening teacher education. Often in teacher education, there are varying positions on a topic/issue. Please situate your work within the debate/discussion and state why you are aligned with a particular stance. You are welcome to include your personal experiences if they relate to the topic but the bulk of the paper should be on your analysis of the topic. If you would like to do a topic that is not listed on the course outline, please see me.  

Length: 10 pages 

Due: One week after the last class of the course (November 27)
Weight: 75%
Grade:  A+, A, A-, B+ B, B-, F (letter grade) 

Ungraded Task: Presentation 

Either individually or in a small group do a short presentation on one of the course topics. Choose a topic, read beyond the required readings, prepare a short 10 minute presentation on your reading/topics, and lead the discussion. You are welcome to pose some questions to the group and/or identify an aspect of the topic you want to pursue through the discussion. If appropriate, you can interview a teacher educator, a student teacher, or an associate teacher on the given topic and incorporate the findings into the presentation. The presentation should be on the same topic as your essay.If you would like to do a topic that is not listed on the course outline, please see me.  
To be scheduled to coincide with course topics. 

Course Outline and Readings

Some readings will be required (marked with *) while others will be supplementary. I will distribute the readings to you.  

As the course develops, we will make adjustments to the reading list and the topics based on the interests of the students 
	Date

Class 
	Topic
	 Tentative List of Readings



	Sept. 11
	Overview of Teacher Education


	-Berliner – A personal response to those who bash teacher education
http://www.ted.com/talks/christopher_emdin_teach_teachers_how_to_create_magic
http://www.upworthy.com/25-year-old-teacher-had-only-4-minutes-for-his-1st-ever-ted-talk-he-nailed-it?c=ufb1 

	Sept. 18
	Dilemmas and Challenges of Teacher Education 
	-Darling-Hammond -  Powerful teacher education: Lessons from exemplary programs – (p. 35-40)*
 - Lortie - Schoolteacher: A sociological study (p. 61-71)*
- Deborah Ball – web-cast from AERA http://www.cmcgc.com/Media/Synch/270409/20/default.htm

	Sept. 25
	Exemplary Programs (Program structures and frameworks)

	- Beck & Kosnik - Innovations in teacher education – jigsaw* 

 - Darling-Hammond - Studies of excellence in teacher education: Preparation in five-year programs*
-  Labaree – Trouble with ed schools or History of teacher education*
Programs?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-szMTeJAeLU Finnish Teacher Education 

	Oct. 2
	Developing a Pedagogy of Teacher Education  
	 - Loughran – Pedagogy of teacher education – chapter one* 

- Goodwin - Defining teacher quality: is consensus possible*
Sharing of reflection papers – Assignment 1 

	Oct.  9
	Academic Program


	- Howey -  Designing coherent and effective teacher education programs
- Darling-Hammond & Bransford – Preparing teachers for a  changing world –selected chapters*
- Ball – Knowing mathematics for teaching: Who knows mathematics well enough to teach third grade, and how can we decide

- Ball - Bridging practices: Intertwining content and pedagogy in teaching and learning to teach*
- Hoffman et al - Teachers' preparation to teach reading and their experiences and practices in the first three years of teaching*
- Lacina & Block -What Matters Most in Distinguished Literacy Teacher*

	Oct. 16
	Priorities in Teacher Education 


	- Kosnik & Beck – Priorities in teacher education – jigsaw*
- Shulman – Teacher education does not exist*
- Kennedy - Knowledge and vision in teaching*


	Oct. 23 
	Teacher Educators

(transition to being a teacher educator) 


	- 2 articles by Dinkelman,  Margolis, & Sikkenga 

- Murray & Male  -  Becoming a teacher educator: Evidence from the field* 
- Kosnik and Beck - In the shadows: Non-tenure-line instructors in preservice teacher education*
- Kosnik et al. Becoming teacher educators: An innovative approach to teacher educator preparation   

	Oct. 30
	Teacher Educators  (continued) 


	Martinez - Academic induction for teacher educators*
Lunenberg and Hamilton -   Threading a golden chain: An attempt to find our identities as teacher educators* 

- Kosnik et al. A Foot in Two Camps: Literacy Teacher Educators Working in Academia and Schools* 

	Nov. 6
	Technology in Teacher Education


	Boling, E. A time for new literacies: Who’s educating the teacher educators?*
Kirkwood . E-learning: You don't always get what you hope for*
http://www.ted.com/talks/abha_dawesar_life_in_the_digital_now#t-92621

	Nov. 13
**
	Research on Teacher Education  (why is research on teacher education difficult to conduct)


	- Cochran-Smith – How do we know what we know? Research and teacher education*
-Darling-Hammond - How does teacher education make a difference? An exploration of the relationships among teacher education* teaching practices, and student learning (research study) 

 -Beck & Kosnik – Teacher education for literacy teaching (research study)*
- Wilson, Floden, & Ferrini-Mundy - Teacher preparation research: Current knowledge, gaps, and recommendations* 

- Loughran - Researching teacher education practices: Responding to the challenges, demands, and expectations of self-study

- Zeichner - Accumulating knowledge across self-studies in teacher education

- Wineburg - Evidence in teacher preparation: Establishing a framework for accountability 

- Freidus - Reflections through a murky mirror 

- Lasely, Siedentop,  & Yinger - A systemic approach to enhancing teacher quality: The Ohio model

- Noell & Burnas - Value-added assessment of teacher preparation: An illustration of emerging technology

	Nov. 20
	Practice Teaching

School-University Partnerships


	- Feiman-Nemser & Buchmann-   Pitfalls of experience in teacher preparation 

- Rust & McVarish - Unsquaring teacher education
- Hagger & McIntyre -  Learning teaching from teachers: Realizing the potential of school-based teacher education – chapter 1

- Goodwin, A. L., & Roegman, R.  Is experience the best teacher? Extensive clinical practice and mentor teachers’ perspectives on effective teaching.*

- Kosnik & Beck – Components of a good practice teaching placement*
- Sanders, Dowson, & Sinclair. What do associate teachers do anyway? A comparison of theoretical conceptualizations in the literature and observed practices in the field.



	Nov. 27
	Admissions 


	- Barr, Watts-Taffe, & Yokoto -  Preparing teachers to teach literacy: Rethinking preservice literacy education. 

- Smith,  Baker, Hattie, & Bond -  A construct and consequential validity study of the certification system of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards*
- Delandshere & Petrosky -  Political rationales and ideological stances of the standards-based reform of teacher education in the U.S 
- Levine - Educating school teachers*
- ATE and VELON Standards for teacher educators* 

 - Canadian Accord of the Deans of Education* 
- Kosnik, Beck, & Brown -  The preservice admissions process: What qualities do future teachers need and how can they be identified in applicants?*  

This class will be held at Clare’s house: 

126 Farnham Ave 

416-806-8532 

We will have a pot-luck dinner.
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